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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews
conducted for the Oral History of Iran Program of Foundation for Iranian
Studies by Mahnaz Afkhami with Col. Yazdan Nevisi in Los Angeles in
February 13, 1985.

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Foundation for Iranian Studies is
not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious
research scholars accredited for purposes of research by Foundation for
Iranian Studies; and further, this memoir must be read in such place
as is made available for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian
Studies. No reproduction of the memoir either in whole or in part may
be made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.



CONTENTS OF INTERVIEW OF COLONEL
YAZDAN NEVISI

SUBJECT

Career in the Army and joining the Imperial Guards; duties
of the Immortal Guards and the Imperial Guards.

Ministry of Court; personal characteristics of the Shahj
Queen Farah and accounts of travels with the Royal Family.

Queen Farah's increasing role in the running of the affairs
of the country.

Preparations for the Shah's departure from Iran and events
surrounding his trip to Egypt; the Shah's reaction to
revolutionary uprisings.

Recollections of the Shah's travels to Egypt, Morocco and
Panama; the Shah's psychological state following his departure
from Iran; meetings with foreign dignitaries; President
Sadat's hospitality with regard to Shah's stay in Egypt.

The Shah's pessimism with regard to his return to Iran;
America's attempts to control the Shah's meetings; King
of Morocco's dubious attitude towards the Shah,

Contacts between the Shah and Bakhtiyar following the former's
departure from Iran.

The Shah's opinion of some lranian statesmen; the Shah's
endurance of bodily pain and psychological pressures,
the manner of his interactions with members of the Royal
Family, and his advices to his son, Reza.

Events surrounding an assassination attempt against the Shah,

PAGE

-8

8-14

14-18

18-24

2427

27-32

32-36

36-41

4245



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Colonel Yazdan Nevisi was born in Tehran in 1930. He commenced
his early education in a Zoroastrian school, and went on to
enrole in the Military Academy in Tehran.After his graduation
from the Academy, he joined the Imperial Guards. He was sub-
sequently transferred to the Elite Imperial Foreces, where he
served until the revolution.

Colonel Nevisi played a significant role in the training of the
Elite Imperial Forces. In addition, he served as the personal
adjudant of Queen Farah, His memoirs provide rare glimpses into
the details surrounding the Shah's decision to leave Iran, as
well as the travails of the monarch's life in exile. Colonel
Nevisi also provides a detailed account of the Shah's personal
characteristies.
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